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H.E.W., Solid Waste & Veterans Committee 

Tentative Minutes 

March 10, 2020 

 

1. Call Meeting to Order: Chairwoman Bowers called the meeting to order at 11:01 a.m. 

Present: Asp (arrived at 11:28), Droege and Finfrock. Others: Nordman, Typer, ROE 

Secretary Jennifer Chattic (left at 11:05), Animal Control Administrator Dr. Thomas 

Champley (arrived at 11:09), Solid Waste Director Steve Rypkema and Kari Zimmerman 

and Greg Gates with LOTS. Absent: Fox, Health Dept. Administrator Kyle Auman and 

Ellen Katoll with Veterans Assistance Commission. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes – February 11, 2020: Motion by Finfrock to approve the minutes as 

presented, 2nd by Droege. Motion carried. 

 

3. Public Comment: Nordman asked if the Veteran’s Assistance Transportation Coordinator 

and Superintendent are the same people. Bowers stated they are. Nordman asked what 

there are hours are. Bowers stated it is 2 days a week.  

 

4. Regional Office of Education 

 Monthly Bills: Motion by Finfrock to approve the bills totaling $2,149.01, 2nd by 

Droege. Motion carried. 

 Department Update: Report was emailed to Committee.    

 

5. Health Department: None 

 

6. Solid Waste Department 

 Monthly Bills: Motion by Finfrock to approve the bills totaling $493.94, 2nd by 

Droege. Motion carried. 

 Department Update: Rypkema went through the Annual Report. The Enforcement 

Grant was increased to $60,744; it was $56,321 and hasn’t been increased in years. 

He is also applying for a grant that will help cover the replacement of some office 

equipment. Rypkema has a meeting with IEPA, Attorney General representative and 

Advanced Disposal regarding the odor complaints from 2019.  

 Grant Applications: Motion by Droege to approve the Clean Up Day grant not to 

exceed $1,696 for Village of Leaf River, 2nd by Finfrock. Motion carried. Motion by 

Finfrock to approve the Clean Up Day grant not to exceed $2,000 for Monroe 

Township, 2nd by Droege. Motion carried.  

 

7. Animal Control 

 Monthly Bills: Motion by Droege to approve the Animal Control bills in the amount 

of $1,804.32, 2nd by Finfrock. Motion carried. Motion by Finfrock to approve the Pet 

Population bills in the amount of $1,514.50, 2nd by Droege. Finfrock asked why 

Townline Veterinary Clinic is cheaper. Dr. Champley stated the price depends on the 

process and what medications are used. Motion carried. 
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 Department Update: Bowers asked how the cat registrations are going. Dr. Champley 

stated they are going better than expected. Bowers asked about the Notices to Comply 

on the Warden’s report. Dr. Champley stated he does follow up to with those notices 

and most comply. They have trouble collecting money when fines are assessed.   

 

8. Veterans Administration: Report was emailed to Committee. 

 

9. LOTS (Lee-Ogle Transportation System): Mrs. Zimmerman went through her report. 

 

10. Old Business: None 

 

11. New Business: None  

 

12. Closed Session: None  

 

13. Adjournment: With no further business, Chairwoman Bowers adjourned the meeting. 

Time: 11:35 a.m. 

 

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tiffany O’Brien 



State of Illinois
Illinois Department of Public Health 

Pandemic COVID‐19 Checklist: 
K‐12 School Administrators

As administrators, you can plan and make decisions now that will protect the health of students in your care and your community 
during a COVID‐19 pandemic. Because students are in close contact with each other in the school setting, schools are places 
where COVID‐19 can quickly spread. You may be faced with making decisions about school dismissals and closures. Use this 
checklist to help you take steps to plan and protect the health of students in your care and your community.

Before a pandemic: 
PLAN

During a pandemic: 
TAKE ACTION

After a pandemic: 
FOLLOW UP

❏ Connect with your local board of 
education and health department 
to review or develop a pandemic 
COVID‐19 plan for your community. 

❏ Create an emergency 
communication plan for your 
school. 

❏ Share plans with staff, parents, 
and students.  

❏ Support flexible attendance and 
sick leave policies for students and 
staff. 

❏ Develop a protocol for screening 
ill students and staff, including if 
the school nurse is unavailable. 

❏ Develop a monitoring system to 
alert the local health department 
about large increases in 
absenteeism. 

❏ Identify strategies to continue 
educating students if schools close 
(for example, web‐based 
instruction and e‐mail). 

❏ Plan ways to continue student 
services (such as, meal and social 
services) if schools close. 

 
❏ ____________________________  

❏ Put your plans into action, as 
needed. 

❏ Educate parents, students, and 
staff on symptoms and what to do 
if someone becomes ill at school. 

❏ Ensure ill students and staff are 
staying home or are sent home. 

❏ Track student absenteeism due to 
COVID‐19‐like symptoms. 

❏ Encourage students and staff to 
practice healthy behaviors (for 
example covering their coughs 
and sneezes and washing their 
hands often). 

❏ Ensure availability of supplies (such 
as tissues, soap, and paper towels). 

❏ Provide education on hand 
hygiene (how and when it should 
be done); consider incorporating 
scheduled hand hygiene breaks 
into daily routine. 

❏ Increase cleaning and disinfection 
of frequently touched surfaces 
and objects (such as computers, 
desks, and doorknobs). 

❏ Designate a room and 
transportation for sick students 
and staff. 

❏ Discuss and note lessons learned. 
❏ Improve your plans accordingly. 
❏ Maintain community partnerships. 
❏ Test and update your plans 

regularly. 

❏ ____________________________  

❏ ____________________________  

❏ ____________________________  

❏ ____________________________  

❏ ____________________________  

❏ ____________________________  

❏ ____________________________  

❏ ____________________________  

❏ ____________________________  

❏ ____________________________  

❏ ____________________________

Printed by Authority of the State of Illinois     •     2/20                     IOCI 20‐643

Get all your COVID‐19 (Novel Coronavirus) questions answered by the 
Illinois Department of Public Health. 

Call 1‐800‐889‐3931 or email dph.sick@illinois.gov



Regional Office of Education March Committee Report  

School Maintenance Grants  

21 of the 24 school districts in our region have applied for the first round of school maintenance 
grants offered since 2012.  As of March 6th 7 have been approved and the other 14 are on the 
list to be approved.  The districts had until February 14th to send their grant applications to our 
office, if all requirements were met the application was sent on to the state board of education 
for review.  This is a $50,000 matching grant. 

Coronavirus 

We have been working with all three county health departments to make sure our districts are 
up to date on the latest guidelines for the Coronavirus COVID - 19.  Included with this report is a 

checklist sent out to the districts this week. 

Ogle CountyLocal Public Health Assessment 

Mr. Tennyson participated in the Ogle County Health Department’s first public health 
assessment on 2-6-20. There were many organizations from Ogle County present at the 
meeting and the day was spent going over the  numerous services that the health department 
offers. We also talked about more ways the health department can partner with and support 
other county agencies.  

Illinois Association of Gifted Children 

Mr. Tennyson continues to be the Area advisor for the IAGC and he attended the annual 
conference in Naperville on 2-7-20. Mr. Tennyson went to several professional development 
sessions and continues to assist our school districts when they have questions about their gifted 
and accelerated programs.  

Regional Spelling Bee 

The 2020 Gold medal winner of the Regional Spelling Bee, Kathleen Keesey, 6th grade student 
at Reagan Middle School, Dixon, is off to the Scripp’s National Spelling Bee May 24 – 29 in 
Washington, D.C. to attempt to win the national competition representing the Regional Office of 
Education of Lee, Ogle and Whiteside Counties! Thirty-eight champions of schools/districts 
throughout Regional Office 47 competed in the regional bee held at Dixon High School on 
February 20. Congratulations to each and every student as a school or district champion! Each 
was presented with a participant medal and a bee lapel pin. Silver medal second place winner, 
Devin Bratt of Forreston Junior High, will serve as alternate if Kathleen is unable to attend the 
national bee; bronze medal third place winner was Gage Zeigler of Aplington Junior High of 
Polo.  



Center for Change 

 

C4C has been busy this winter creating a school logo and mascot ~ 
Home of the Phoenix. The 3rd quarter is coming to an end March 9th and 
students are working hard to complete courses. Between Flex and C4C 
students have earned over 500 high school course credits this year! We 
have averaged 70% of students earning level 3 or 4 status and reduced 
students on level 1 significantly. We continue to work hard creating a 
family atmosphere at C4C and students are responding.   

 
 
 
 

Professional Development 
 
 
February – 315 Participants 

2/3 Amboy SIP @ Amboy 

2/4 Amboy ESSA @ Amboy 

2/5       National Board Certified Teacher Cohort @ ROE 

2/7 College & Career Readiness Summit @ SVCC 

2/10     Special Education Networking Session @ SVCC 

2/10     Amboy High School SIP @ Amboy HS 

2/11     NGSS Training (day 3) @ SVCC 

2/12     New Teacher Cadre @ SVCC 

2/12 Paw Paw ESSA @ Paw Paw 

2/13 Math for All Information Session @ ROE 

2/14 Paw Paw SIP @ Paw Paw 

2/18 Education Pathways Work Group @ SVCC 



2/19     Deanery Institute Day @ Newman High School 

2/20     Amboy RtI @ Amboy 

2/21 Early Learning Summit @ SVCC 

2/21 Transitional Math Regional Training @ CACC; Springfield 

2/24 Area 2 Professional Learning Networking @ ROE 

2/26 Paw Paw ESSA @ Paw Paw 

2/28 Transitional ELA Networking @ SVCC 











 
Ogle County Animal Control 

Warden Activity Record 

February 2020 

 

January 2020 

 
Month of  

February 

 
Monthly 

Total 

 
Misc. 

Notes 

 
2020 

Year to Date 
 

Miles 

 Driven   

 
 

 1811 

 
Regular duties - Check complaints 

 Stray pick up - Tag Doors for Non-Vac 

 
11341 

7393 
 

Bites Reported 
 

 

8 

 
           7 Dogs          

     1 Cats     

 
 

16 

 
 

 

Strays 

 
 

 

 

4 

 
 

 

 4 Ogle Co.   

 
 

 

 

     8   
 
Notices To Comply 

Given 

 
 

 

32 

 

 
  

  28 No Current Vac / Registration 

           4 Dogs Running At Large 

 

 
 

      

     81  

 
 

Citations Issued 

 
 

 

  

 
 

  Dogs Running @ Large 

     No Rabies Shot and Tag 

 
 

 

  
 

 

Welfare Calls 

 
 

 

4 

 
 3 Dogs - No proper shelter -No water 

           

         1 Horse   

 
 

 

     7 
 

Animal  

Bites on Animals 

 
 

4 

 
3 Dog on Dog 

1 Dog on Cat 

 
 

     6   
 

Assist Other 

Agencies 

 
 

 

 
  

Ogle County Sheriff 

 
 

 
 

Dogs Deemed 

Dangerous 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

  
 

Dogs Deemed 

Vicious 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

Other Complaints 
 

 
 

 
 

1 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Submitted by: 

Kevin G. Christensen - Warden   

 Ogle County Animal Control 
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Veterans Assistance Commission of Ogle County 

Statistical & Financial Report 

March 10, 2020 Meeting of Ogle County H.E.W. Committee  
 

Superintendent Comments: 

 

 A veteran stopped in to thank Luke for getting him 40% disability on his claim.  

 Listened to training regarding processing of Blue Water Veteran’s claims. A new law has expanded the area that 

veterans are eligible to apply for benefits for Agent Orange exposure. 

 A veteran started filing a claim with IDVA and now needs to wait until she is back in to finish working on the claim. 

 Provided supporting documentation of rent assistance for a veteran to give to Tri-County to so that the veteran 

can receive electrical assistance. He had to drive out twice from Rochelle because we aren’t open on Fridays. 

 Submitted paperwork for toll reimbursement for a veteran. 

 We drove approximately 33% more miles in February than we did in March. This provides area veterans with 

much needed transportation to area facilities. 

 The first Tuesday of the month, I do outreach at the Rochelle VFW and meet with Rochelle veterans.  

 Reviewed court rulings and some changes will need to be made to our policies. 

 

 

VACOC Activity 
 Communication   

Emails 149 

Calls 284 

U.S. Mail Sent 1 

Client Office Visits 13 

  
 Financial Aid 
 Number of Approved 0 

Number of Declined 1 

  
 Rent Assistance - 

Gas Assistance - 

Electric Assistance - 

Water Assistance - 

Food/Hygiene - 

Veteran Funeral Expense - 

Total Veteran Financial Aid 0 

  
 Transportation 
 Number of Requests Fulfilled 51 

Number of VA Facilities 7 

Number of Veterans 21 

Miles Driven 8,014 

Volunteer Drivers' Hours 273 
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